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Forum Proposed 1n Response
to Discord Over Mining Issue

By Ann Katzenbach and Donna Reibslager

At the Town Council's meeting on July
10, Patagonia resident Carolyn Shafer in-
formed the Council that Wildcat Silver
had listed the Town of Patagonia on its
website, as one of "Our Communities,"
implying that it had received financial
support from Wildcat. She said that she
was not aware of any money having been
accepted from the mining company by
the Town of Patagonia and asked that the
council tell Wildcat to remove the town
from its website.

Charles Montoy responded that several
town organizations, such as the fire de-
partment and the school district, had re-
ceived donations from Wildcat. Then he Photo by Donna Reibslager
mentioned that Wildcat had recently paid A Jarge number of residents attended the council meeting on July 24 in a show of support for mining
a bill from Brent Bowdon for work he did
to repair a break in the town reservoir. introduction of mining. She as a straightforward response agreement with Shafer's argu-
Montoy's comment led to questions about asked that her request to re- to what appeared to be false ment that the town should not be
whether the town should accept money move the Town of Patagonia advertising, but the issue represented as a supporter of
from Wildcat, and whether it might have from wildcat's website be sparked a strong reaction from Wildcat on its website. Others,
already indirectly received financial assis- added as an agenda item at both sides of the mining ques- who see Wildcat's plan to mine

tance from the company. the Town Council's next tion. here as a much-needed boost to

_Shafer noted that the Town of Patago- meeting to allow for further In the weeks that followed the town's economy, rallied

nia's General Plan 1r_1c1udes sg\{eral state- djscussion. Shafer says that that meeting, some people in around Wildcat, arguing that the

ments that reflect its opposition to the ghe had perceived her request the community voiced their town (continued on page 3)
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Forum Proposed in Response to Discord About Mining Issue, cont. from Front Page

should not stand on
principle when it needs
the financial help that
Wildcat is willing to pro-
vide. Some members of
the community who
have lived in Patagonia
all their lives see the
arguments against min-
ing as a campaign by
newcomers who can't
appreciate the realities
of Patagonia's high un-
employment rate—a
perspective that serves
to divide the issue along
socio-economic lines.
Shafer, who is a
board member of Pata-
gonia Area Regional Alli-
ance (PARA), realized
that the inclusion of her
request on the agenda
for the Town Council's
upcoming meeting was
likely to create an arena
for argument and to
heighten the division
within the community.
So, the day before the
meeting was scheduled,

she asked that the
agenda item be re-
moved.

Because PARA had re-
ceived inquiries from many
residents who planned to
show support of Shafer's

Will Stack

request by attending the
next council meeting, it sent
out an email to its support-
ers, advising them that it
had decided to pull such
discussion from the agenda
because of the "divisive feel-
ings it has stirred up within
the community." The email
noted PARA's concern that
because of the strong senti-
ment on both sides of the
mining issue, "the town

council meeting had seri-
ous potential to get out of
hand and off topic with-
out any productive dis-
cussion."

Many people in town
who support the mines
were not aware that
Shafer's item had been
taken off the agenda, and
the council meeting on
June 24 was filled to ca-
pacity. At the call to pub-
lic, four people spoke, in-
cluding Brent Bowdon,
who asked that the com-
munity stop arguing and
come together. Amanda
Montenez and Lisa Fila-
genzi expressed their
frustration with all the
negative talk around
town, and urged the com-
munity to "stop all the
bickering." Will Stack
asked that the community
"embrace the mine", and
the economic benefits it
offered.

Carolyn Shafer spoke
last, agreeing with the
other speakers as to the
need to work together as
a community. She then

added that she was
"passionate about pro-
tecting our water, our air,
our land for our children,
their children, and all
future generations."
Patagonia's current
Town Plan, which de-
scribes itself as a
"citizen-driven plan" that
"articulates the commu-
nity's agreed upon vision
and overall goals", de-
clares as one of its objec-
tives its intent "to closely
study and reject mining
(resource extraction) in
the Patagonia area." It
adds that "the clear ma-
jority of planning partici-
pants was passionately
opposed to the develop-
ment of new mining ac-
tivity in Patagonia...."
Clearly there are some
residents in the commu-
nity who would argue
that the Town Plan does
not reflect their wishes.
At the conclusion of
the meeting, Vice-Mayor
Andrea Wood requested
that an agenda item be
added to the next council

meeting, to plan and create
a community forum that
considers all views as to the
impact of mining here.
Hopefully such a forum will
allow both sides to come to
a better understanding, so
that the community can
work together on this criti-
cal issue.

Some members of
the community who
have lived in Pata-
gonia all their lives
see the arguments
against mining as a
campaign by new-
comers who can't
appreciate the reali-
ties of Patagonia's
high unemployment
rate—a perspective
that serves to di-
vide the issue along
socioeconomic
lines.

Donations Sought Following A Tragic Death in Croatia

By Donna Reibslager

Shanti Carlisi,

to Cynthia.

Shanti and her sister grew up in Patagonia. In February 2012,
the Gathering Grounds hosted an exhibit of artwork by Cyn-
thia, Shanti, and Mira, and Shanti attended the reception with

daughter of Patagonia resident Cynthia
Carlisi, died in an auto accident in Croatia on July 19. Shanti,
who was 27 years old, was traveling from Italy to Croatia to
attend a music festival. Her mother flew to Croatia on July 20
with Shanti's sister, Mira Howard, to bring her daughter home.
The cost of their trip was substantial. Kate and Murphy Mu-
sick have prepared several donation jars, which have been put
out at Patagonia Market, Gathering Grounds, Red Mountain
Foods, and Patagonia Library. In addition, the National Bank of
Arizona in Sonoita has agreed to accept checks mailed to them,
payable to Cynthia Carlisi, for deposit to her account. They will
also keep any cards that are included with the checks, to give

her mother. [see photo at right.]

A memorial service will be held at Spirit Tree Inn on Sun-
day, August 4 at 10 AM, followed by a gathering at Cady Hall..
The service was planned and organized by Maya Musick,
daughter of Kate and Murphy Musick, who was a close friend
of Shanti’s. For more information about donating, contact Kate

Musick at 394-2037.

ABOVE: Shanti Carlisi and her mother, Cynth
February 2012 at the Gathering Grounds. The exhibit featured artwork by
Cynthia, Shanti, and her sister, Mira Howard.
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ia Carlisi, at a reception held in



