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     Patagonia now has its own 
Property Brothers. Mike and Dan 
McGuire are taking the town by 
storm. They decided to gentrify 
some of the old trailers that 
badly needed repairs, starting 
with their first endeavor in the 
Patio Carolina Trailer Park. They 
purchased their first trailer and 
then began the arduous process 
of making it livable again. They 
found a buyer for their newly re-
built home and started on a sec-
ond. As they improved the trailer 
park, the neighbors started re-
painting, repairing, and making 
gardens. Now a park that had 
previously been harboring drug 
dealing and deterioration spar-
kled with a new face. 

     Now the brothers have 
started a new endeavor. They 
have purchased land and trailers 
on Pennsylvania and are working 
to create a cluster of homes with 
a home owners association. 
     If you’re driving or walking 
by, it’s the one painted bright 
green and blue on the corner. 
This is going to become a B & B 
with accommodations for up to 
six people. They are repurposing 
the trailer and everything in it . 
Old mirrors, cupboards, and 
lighting have been given a face 
lift, as has old furniture. 
     They start with gray paint, 
covering the entire house to seal 
in all the mold, or whatever 
might still be on the walls or 
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     A few years back Arizona Minerals, 
AKA Wildcat Silver, said they had discov-
ered a great big silver deposit up in the 
Patagonia Mountains. They were going to 
recover over a million ounces of silver at a 
lower cost then any other silver mine in 
the country. They also had incredible 
amounts of manganese associated with the 
silver. They couldn't say enough about 
their discovery. They did extensive ex-
ploratory drilling on their private land-
holdings to try and prove its value. They 
made two attempts to come onto public 
land for more exploration, but they backed 
down from both. Then there was silence; 
no more talk of the open pit silver mine. 
Was there a problem with the extraction of 
the silver from the manganese carbonate? 
That process was a difficult one, very dirty 
and not very productive. The cost of the 
project was estimated to be about 
$800,000,000 and water use approximately 
1.5 billion gallons yearly. They still talk 
about the Hermosa project, originally 
called “Hardshell,” on their website, but 
have made no more effort to proceed with 
the mine plan.  
      Suddenly there was  talk from people 
associated with Arizona Minerals about a 

new and better discovery: lead and zinc with 
some silver. This discovery was on land they 
purchased from the state, called the 
ASARCO  Multi-State Environmental Custo-
dial Trust. ASARCO was a mining company 
that operated here in Arizona, as well as 
other states, and went bankrupt and left be-
hind a legacy of Superfund sites.  Here in 
our neck of the woods ASARCO operated the 
Trench Mine which has been polluting the 
waters of Alum Gulch and Flux Canyon for 
years. 
      Arizona Minerals paid a price of under 
$100 for 300+ acres for the land -- pretty 
cheap -- but for such a low price, they are 
required to build a passive water control 
system to contain leaks from the old mine, 
which would cost upwards of two million 
dollars. They will also be responsible for any 
pollution that might escape the area. The 
new discovery is located on this land, 2,000+ 
feet below the surface. And in all their inves-
tor reports, they are not mentioning the cost 
of cleaning up the Trench Mine or the in-
credible costs of extracting minerals at great 
depth.  
      I recommend that concerned citizens of 
Patagonia drive up Harshaw Road and view 
the destruction that has taken place as Ari-

zona Mining mounts an expedited drilling program 
to try and prove their discovery. They have closed 
down the Flux Canyon Road because it is now on 
their property. Turns out the Forest Service doesn’t 
have an easement from ASARCO or the state so any-
one who wants to enjoy this area - birding, ATVing, 
hiking, hunting, etc. can no longer access this area.  
      My biggest concern, and something that should 
concern every resident of the area about Arizona 
Minerals, is that they control over 15,000 acres of 
public lands in the heart of Patagonia's watershed 
and some of the most bio-diverse terrain in Amer-
ica. What can we do to protect this area from con-
tinued destruction? We the residents, who care 
about this special place, can make our voices heard. 
The last thing investors in these mining operations 
want to hear about is local opposition. This implies 
that the permitting process will be long, and any 
return on investment will take years. How do we 
make our voices heard? Contact state and local offi-
cials and state your concern for the watershed, 
the surrounding habitat where several endangered 
species live and thrive. Put signs in your yards stat-
ing opposition to the mine, We must protect Patago-
nia, a precious jewel that exists nowhere else in this 
great country of 
ours.   
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floors. Then they rebuild the entire 
structure from the foundation up. 
The homes are rewired and re-
plumbed with new bathrooms and 
kitchens. Finally cosmetic additions 
and fun paint combinations com-
plete the renovation. 
     These homes will sell for be-
tween $50,000 and $ 60,000 mak-
ing them available for people who 
are downsizing or who are in the 
low to middle income bracket. 
There will be a Homeowners’ Asso-
ciation with a modest monthly lot 
fee for maintenance and upkeep. 
     Any time you drive by you will 
see the brothers hard at work re-
purposing, painting, hammering 
and working to make our commu-
nity a prettier place to live. 


